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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Box Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In the Official Action dated February 13, 2003, the Examiner required restriction 
under 35 U.S.C. §121 between claims 1-26 drawn to a hydrogel, claims 27-29 drawn to a 
final product based on hydrogel, and claims 30-42 drawn to a method of making hydro gel- 
Applicants hereby elect claims 27-29 for prosecution on the merits. This election is made 
with traverse on the basis that claims 27-29 incorporate the hydro gel of claim 1 , whereby 
examination all of claims 1-29 in this application would not be unduly burdensome to the 
Examiner. Accordingly, reconsideration of the restriction requirement and examination of 
claims 1-29 in this application is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner also required an election of species between polyvinyl alcohol, a 
copolymer of ethylene and vinyl alcohol, poly(l-hydroxyl-l,3-propanediyl) andpolyallyl 
alcohol. Applicants hereby elect the species of poly(l -hydroxyH ,3-propanediyl). It is 
believed that claims 1-12 and 14-29 read on the elected species. 
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It is believed that the abov represents a complete response lo the restriction and 
election requirements. Examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 30,468 
Attorney for ApplicWnt(s) 
DINSMORE & SHOHL LLP 
1900 Cheraed Center 
255 East Fifth Street 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
(513) 977-8568 
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